
2015:  The Year in Review 
As you can see in the masthead above, this newsle�er straddles the turning of the year from 2015 to 2016.  We hope it finds you 

and yours well and happy.  For this issue, we thought we would look back on some of the milestones of 2015 and look ahead to 

some things we an$cipate for 2016.  As always (it seems), it was an even'ul year at Kitsap PUD.  Let’s review: 

Kitsap Connec�on 
For customers of Kitsap PUD’s drinking water u�lity    December 2015/January 2016 

Drought.  While the rest of the state suffered through what was called a “snow drought”, Kitsap—for 

the most part—remained business as usual  An unusually warm winter, aided in part by a “blob” of 

warm water offshore, le� li�le snowpack in the mountains.  As Kitsap is one of three coun"es that do 

not rely on snowpack, we avoided the stress that many communi"es felt.  Kitsap, in fact, received a 

usual amount of precipita"on and, therefore, recharge to our groundwater supplies. 

Regional Infrastructure.  With financial assistance from the Washington Legislature and Washington 

Department of Health, Kitsap PUD completed significant por"ons of our Regional Drinking Water Infra-

structure project.  In 2015, we installed almost 5 miles of water main.  This water main (and all of the 

Regional Infrastructure) is meant to provide more resilient u"lity service to Kitsap communi"es AND 

provide be�er water resource management op"ons affec"ng Kitsap’s natural environment. 

Excellent!  On May 7th, in celebra"on of Na"onal Drinking Water Week, Washington State Department 

of Health presented Kitsap PUD with its “Commitment to Excellence” award.  This award recognizes 

KPUD’s long-standing commitment to provide safe, sustainable, drinking water to Kitsap communi"es.  

Clark Halvorson, Director of the Office of Drinking Water (le�) presented the award to KPUD’s General 

Manager, Bob Hunter (on right) at KPUD’s office in Poulsbo. 

South Bainbridge, Island U�lity Water Systems.   On July 1st, Kitsap PUD assumed ownership and oper-

a"on of the South Bainbridge and Island U"lity water systems, both located on Bainbridge Island.  The 

systems’ combined 1,300+ connec"ons grew the District’s water u"lity by 10%.  The weekend that the 

District assumed opera"on (Fourth of July!) saw peak water demand AND mechanical failure of a major 

source well and transfer sta"on.  It was a hec"c honeymoon!  We are s"ll working out bugs associated 

with the transfer and thank the ci"zens of those communi"es for their ongoing assistance and pa"ence. 

Wastewater Authority.  On November 3rd, Kitsap ci"zens voted to give Kitsap PUD the authority to 

own and operate wastewater treatment facili"es.  The proposal was approved by over 75% of the vot-

ers.  It has been pointed out that this level of support is indica"ve of the goodwill shared between 

Kitsap PUD and the Kitsap community.  We hope, and endeavor to ensure, that is so.  We are honored 

by your support and proud to be a serving member of the Kitsap community.  We thank you, as always. 

And now… on to 2016. 



2016 water rates 

Kitsap PUD has a “"ered” 

rate structure.  In this, the 

cost of water goes up with 

usage.  A Basic Service 

Charge, together with Tiers 

1 and 2 are meant to pro-

vide surety to water system 

opera"ons while ensuring 

reasonable water usage 

remains affordable to 

Kitsap’s households.  Tiers 

3 and 4 are structured to 

encourage conserva"on 

and recoup addi"onal capi-

tal improvement funds 

from high-water users. 

Rates shown below are for 

a typical residen�al ser-

vice.  Remember:  KPUD 

bills on a bi-monthly basis. 

 

Basic Service Charge 

$24.00 (monthly)                

$48.00 (per 2-month bill-

ing) 

Commodity Charge  

Tier 1 (0-1,400 cubic feet)  

$01.15 per 100 cubic feet* 

Tier 2 (1,401—2,400 cubic 

feet)  $1.55 per 100 cubic 

feet 

Tier 3 (2,401—4,000 cubic 

feet) $2.35 per 100 cubic 

feet 

Tier 4 (over 4,000 cubic 

feet)    $5.25 per 100 cubic 

feet 

 

*100 cubic feet of water is 

equal to 748 gallons. 
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In KPUD’s last comprehensive water system 

plan, there is a quote that precedes the capital 

improvement sec"on.  It is by, of all people, 

Mike Tyson, the boxer.  A reporter had asked, “I 

hear your opponent has a clever plan for de-

fensing your le> hook.  How do you respond?”   

Mike replied, “Everyone has a plan un$l they get 

punched in the mouth.”   Though it might sound 

a bit crass, this quote captures the nature of 

planning at Kitsap PUD.  Though we may “plan” 

our upcoming year, our ul"mate role is to be 

responsive to community needs and desires.  

We are called to assist failing water systems, to 

relocate water mains in conjunc"on with fish-

passage improvements, to—as witnessed– step 

up to provide wastewater management ser-

vices.  These things can come out of the blue 

and repriori"ze our “to do” list.  That being said, 

here are some of the major things we will be 

working on in 2016: 

Regional Infrastructure.  We will con"nue work 

on the Regional Drinking Water Infrastructure 

with two projects (definitely) slated for con-

struc"on.  These are the construc"on of two 

transfer sta"ons and the ouPiQng of a new 

source well. 

DOH Pilot Project.  This year, Kitsap PUD was 

approached by Washington Department of 

Health regarding a pilot project to help small 

water systems build technical, managerial and 

technical capaci"es.  The EPA has iden"fied 

small water systems as facing unique challenges 

moving forward.  As Kitsap has hundreds of 

these small systems, we feel this is an important 

project for our community. 

Wastewater.  The vote is over, construc"on is 

underway.  In 2016, KPUD will begin opera"ng a 

wastewater u"lity.   

You will recall that a prime mo"vator for our entry into wastewater opera"ons was the emerging 

technologies that allow be�er recharge of our aquifers.  My plan for this newsle�er in 2016, is to 

highlight some of the measures being taken locally to ensure our groundwater supplies are sustain-

ably recharged.  Because I received posi"ve feedback on the last word puzzle, let’s start our explo-

ra"on into recharge with another puzzle featuring words we will see over the coming year. 

Let’s Get Started. 


